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30 Tips  
for the Best Homeschool Year Ever! 

 
by Charlotte Siems 

 
The thought of teaching your children at home can be overwhelming 
and exciting all at once.  There’s so much to do and think about.  Life 
and housework don’t stop while you get it together for 
homeschooling.   
 
Sometimes a few simple tips can mean the difference between a great 
homeschool year and one that makes you want to give up!   
 
Believe me, twenty-six years of homeschooling twelve children has 
taught me a few things.  I’ve gotten behind on laundry, despaired over 
a child ever learning to read and wondered if I’d make it through 
another day.  Fortunately, with seven students graduated I’ve seen 
what works and how it all turns out. 
 
These tips are little nuggets of wisdom and encouragement for you on 
your homeschool journey.  
 
While you read this guide, grab a highlighter and mark the tips 
that really speak to you.  Then write down (on paper) how you’ll 
implement the ideas. Your brain will begin to sort and categorize 
what’s most important to you even as you write. 



30 Tips for the Best Homeschool Year Ever! 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________                                               
©2012 Charlotte Siems                                      www.CharlotteSiems.com/Homeschool 

 
Here are the tips, in no particular order: 
 

! There’s a big difference between consuming a workbook and 
creating a notebook of what students are learning. Children 
don’t treasure a used workbook like they do a notebook of 
their own work.  

 
 

! Beware the person who gives homeschool curriculum advice 
based on “what they’re going to do” or “what they bought last 
week.”  Have the common-sense attitude of “Come back 
when you’ve used the thing for a whole school year and then 
we’ll talk.” 

 
 
 
A Busy Box is a great way to occupy little ones when older children 
are working.  Click here for ideas on how to put one together. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

! Make reading aloud the best part of your day.  In our 
schedule it comes first because it’s so important.  If you find 
that you don’t enjoy a book, put it away.  In your personal 
reading you wouldn’t finish a book you didn’t like so don’t 
inflict it on your children either.  Settle in with pillows and hot 
chocolate---keep it pleasant and fun! 

 

http://www.charlottesiems.com/thislovelyplace/busy-boxes-for-toddlers
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! Workbooks don’t teach, teachers do.  Especially with writing--
you can’t delegate that job to a workbook. 

 
! Don’t throw money at homeschool problems.  New 

curriculum doesn’t fix character issues.  And it doesn’t fix the 
kids’ character issues either.    

 
! Copywork is my #1 favorite all-purpose writing tool for young 

children.  It’s efficient:  teaches handwriting, spelling, 
punctuation, sentence structure and attention to detail all in 
one.  

 
(I’m an adult and I still do copywork from the Bible and books almost every day 

in my journal!) 
 

! Have fun with Science in the younger years so it doesn’t spoil 
their love of exploration.  No need to stress over textbooks.  
Seriously, how much third grade science do YOU remember?   

 
! You can get a LOT of memorization done in 5 minutes 

per day. Poetry, history dates, months of the year:  add it to 
a reasonable list and spend five minutes (or less) in each 
area, 4 days per week, and see how it adds up! 

 
! Grammar is a useful, but closed subject.  That means it is 

finite and there’s only so much to learn.  Specific grammar 
term identification does not appear on the ACT or SAT exams.  
Just some perspective.  

 
! Your children will be adults most of their lives.  Your 

career as a homeschool teacher will end someday, believe it 
or not.  Make sure you’ve made plenty of good memories and 
heart connections over the years.  They won’t remember the 
score on their third grade spelling test but they will remember 
how you made them feel. 
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! I remember getting high school credit for a Family Living 

class in which we observed child care and watched someone 
cook.  Practical skills taught in public school courses can 
easily be duplicated at home for credit. 

 
! If you want your children to like reading, how often do they 

see you reading?  How much do you read aloud enjoyable 
books to them?  They really never outgrow reading aloud, and 
it can turn around their attitude about reading. 

 
 

 
Almost every school year there is a child or two (or a certain 
subject) that requires a season of more effort.  Teaching a child to 
read, math issues, spelling struggles or attitudes about writing all 
come to mind.  Plan ahead to focus for a season and you’ll reap the 
rewards. 
 

 
 

! If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.  When planning for the new 
school year, keep doing what worked, whether that was 
curriculum or a routine.  For whatever didn’t work so well, 
think through new materials or a new method to shore it up.  

 
! The best prices on school supplies usually show up in July, so 

plan ahead.  In August the stores know that everyone will buy 
no matter what the price, so shop early.  Then shop again 
when everything goes on clearance and stock up for the rest 
of the year! 
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! Ladies, your children are important but so is your husband.  I 
guarantee your kids will grow up and leave you, and you want 
to make sure that your husband doesn’t.  Look at him with 
new eyes today and give him some attention. 

 

 
 

! When thinking about your school schedule, take into 
consideration YOUR family and circumstances.  You can’t copy 
someone else’s life and schedule, so give yourself grace and 
be realistic. 

 
! When planning for next year, don’t forget to add some hands-

on projects to spice up learning.  Lapbooks, science 
experiments, notebooking and field trips are more likely to 
happen if you plan for them and gather materials beforehand. 

 
! Create a 3-ring notebook for each child at the beginning of 

the school year, full of empty sheet protectors.  Fill them with 
copywork, artwork, brochures from field trips and 
performances, writing assignments and more, for a record of 
the year’s learning. 

 
! Fun math game for littles:  Toss paperclips into a bowl on the 

floor a few feet away.  Start with 5.  Then count the clips in 
the bowl and the clips that missed.  Say out loud “three in the 
bowl, two on the floor, that’s five,” or something similar.  
Teaches math facts and reinforces numbers.  Play with them-
--they’ll love it!  
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! What’s your plan for getting ready for the upcoming school 

year?  Here are some things to consider:  What household 
spaces need to be deep-cleaned and de-cluttered?  What 
school supplies should be purchased?  What subjects and 
skills does each child need to strengthen?  What’s a realistic 
and effective schedule for school hours?  These questions 
may lead to others; jot them down and think them through 
on paper! 

 
! When planning your daily homeschool schedule, start with the 

youngest child and rotate through to the oldest for one-on-
one time with you.  You’ll need to do almost everything with 
the littles, and less with the olders, but this way everyone 
gets some individual teaching. 

 
! Think through storage for school materials.  For years we had 

separate boxes with lids for each child’s curriculum.  Now we 
use bookshelves to store notebooks, workbooks and 
textbooks.  What works best for you?  

 

 
 

! Idea for younger students:  Use 5-tab notebook dividers in 
a three-ring binder.  Label each tab with the days of the 
week, Monday through Friday.  Under each tab, place 
worksheets, coloring pages, notebooking pages and other 
assignments for the day.    
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! Use curriculum as a tool.  You can choose to skip topics 
and spend a longer time on something that interests you and 
your students.  I go through the year plan of my history unity 
study curriculum and do just that as part of my planning.  
YOU are in charge, not the curriculum! 

 
! If you take the summer off from school like we do, it’s a good 

time to do some cleaning and organizing projects that get put 
off during the school year.  Clean out cabinets, declutter the 
kitchen, organize your freezer.  By the time school starts 
you’ll have physical and mental space.  Don’t get 
overwhelmed:  do one project a week, set a timer and reward 
yourself for a job well done. 

 

 
 

! While you’re buying school supplies, don’t forget the creative 
supplies.  Colored pencils and markers, colored paper, card 
stock, construction paper, rubber cement, stickers, paint, 
brushes and more….All of it comes in handy for notebooking, 
and if it’s stored within reach, they’ll use it!  (Kids get really 
excited about this kind of stuff, too!) 

 
! A thermometer reacts to what is going on around it and 

registers the temperature.  A thermostat SETS the 
temperature.  Moms, be the thermostat of your home and 
school.  Stay grateful and choose to have a good day---it will 
definitely affect those around you! 

 
! Two-for-one bargain:  Combine writing with science or history 

whenever possible.  Writing about the current topic will 
cement learning and sharpen writing skills at the same time, 
whether it’s copywork or an essay.   
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Don’t try to overhaul your whole life all at once!  Implement just 
one or two things from this list and see what a difference it makes 
in your homeschool and life.   
 
Perhaps something here was thought-provoking and gave you a 
new way of looking at something.  Don’t read it and forget about it!  
Often that little thought is a seed that can change your life.  Think it 
through and DO! 
 
Remember that God is not surprised by your circumstances.  He 
gave your children exactly the teacher He intended:  YOU 
 
Enjoy the privilege of having your children home with you during 
these homeschooling years.  You’ll look back with satisfaction and 
good memories when it’s over. 
 
Now go have the best homeschool year ever! 
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About the Author 
 
Charlotte Siems is grateful to be a happy wife and mother of twelve 
children, ages 6-30, five of whom still live at home in Oklahoma.  She 
has four grandchildren (so far).   
 
Charlotte has homeschooled her children for over 26 years and she 
considers herself a perpetual student of organization and home 
management.  After many years of being overweight (and tired), 
Charlotte found the T-Tapp workout system and began her 
transformation from a sluggish size 22W to an energetic size 6. 
 
For a free guide “Five Tips to Fit in Fitness (When You Don’t Have 
Time)”, go to Charlotte’s website, Renew You with Charlotte Siems at 
http://charlottesiems.com.   
 
Charlotte also writes on home life at This Lovely Place:  Creating a 
Beautiful Home Life for the People We Love http://thislovelyplace.com, 
where you will find resources on home management, family life, 
making memories, holidays and marriage.  Check the website for 
eBooks in the series: 

This Lovely Place How-To Guides 

For Loving Your Life As A Mom  

Without Giving In to Perfectionism, Over-Work, Stress Or Super 

Mommy Syndrome 

From A Mother Of 12 Who Has Lived To Tell About It! 

 

http://www.charlottesiems.com
http://www.charlottesiems.com/thislovelyplace

